The story of women's part in the Cuban revolutionary struggle has only now received comprehensive consideration in Michelle Chase's history of women and gender politics in revolutionary Cuba. This book restores to history women's participation in the all-important urban insurrection and in pushing for women's political inclusion after the revolution came to power. Tracing changes in political attitudes alongside evolving gender ideologies in the years leading up to the revolution, Chase describes how insurrectionists mobilized familiar gendered notions, such as maternal sacrifice, in ways that strengthened the coalition against Fulgencio Batista. After 1959, Chase shows, women pushed the leadership to address problems within the private sphere such as food provisioning, domestic labor, and child rearing, thus raising more transformative notions of women's liberation and gender reform.
